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The Institute of Public Affairs

ul. Szpitalna 5/22, 00-031 Warsaw, Poland
AND

The International Centre for Policy Studies
vul. Pymonenka 13a, 04050 Kyiv, Ukraine 

announce

RECRUITMENT

for 

Fellowship Program for Ukrainian Policy and Opinion Makers

The Fellowship Program is envisaged to strengthen the policy center networks as well as directly support the future leaders of Ukrainian society by sharing the experience and transferring know-how in the field of producing policy research and recommendations. It is intended to support analytical policy research, provide a better knowledge of the think tank sector, build the capacities of talented individuals who are well placed to influence policy, create networks of multinational experts and facilitate contacts with academic and nongovernmental institutions. 
The Institute of Public Affairs and International Centre for Policy Studies will grant 8 fellowships for people from Ukraine who wish to conduct research, learn how to write professional policy papers and look for new contacts in Poland. 

We invite persons that meet the following criteria: based in Ukraine, have previous research experience, a history of civic involvement in their communities, leadership background and potential and good command of English, good command of Polish would be an asset. Fellows are generally selected from the representatives of governments, advocacy groups or professional associations, and policy centres.
The fellowship program:
· is aimed at helping to conduct policy research in the home region after finishing the fellowship

· is a means for transferring skills, practical experience and policy lessons from Poland to Ukraine
· provides practical training for specific aspects of policy research, advocacy and implementation
· will last from September 2008 to December 2008

· includes carrying out research and  preparation of policy paper under the supervision of a Polish tutor

· covers travel and accommodation costs of the stay in Poland and Ukraine

· offers modest stipends  (380 EUR)
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: September 7, 2008.
· To learn more about the Institute of Public Affairs see: http://www.isp.org.pl/
· To learn more about the International Centre for Policy Studies see: http://www.icps.kiev.ua 
SELECTION PROCEDURE
The selection process will consist of two stages:

1) APPLICATION ROUND: candidates are asked to send to ICPS following documents:

· The application form (could be downloaded from ICPS webpage we’ll add address)

· An updated Curriculum Vitae, describing previous research experience

· A research proposal (not exceeding 2 single-spaced pages), including the significance of the research, objectives & methodology and expected outcome of the research. The research proposals should fit into the  thematic areas described below
· A letter of recommendation from the affiliated organisation/ institution or a person who is familiar with the applicant’s activities or previous research experience (not related). 
Proposed fellowship thematic areas include:

· Adaptation of public administration during the process of European integration

· Preventing and Fighting Corruption: Lessons from Poland

· Decentralization and development of local governments

· Effective absorbing and usage of EU funds – experience of Polish local administration 

· Experience of the Polish administration and NGOs in cross-border cooperation

· Social Policy in Transition Countries 

· Relations Between Public Administration and Third Sector: Legal Framework and Practical Experience

Applicants are encouraged to submit practical and policy oriented, focused and creative research proposals. Each incoming application will be registered by ICPS upon receipt. ICPS will check each submission to ensure that it meets the formal criteria and quality requirements. Submissions will be reviewed by ICPS and IPA. ICPS may contact the applicants to verify or request further information relevant to the Fellowship.
The product of each fellowship will be a detailed fact-based analysis of a chosen issue and recommendations, published in Polish or English in the internet version.

Deadline for applications: Applications should be submitted via email to the following address fellowship@icps.kiev.ua not later than 7 September 2008.

In the subject line please write: “Fellowship Program for Ukrainian Policy and Opinion Makers”

Late applications will not be considered.

All applicants will be notified by ICPS of their status by September 5, 2008.
2) INTERVIEWS: Interviews with the pre-selected candidates will be held on September 8, 2008 personally or by phone by the representatives of IAP and ICPS. This stage of selection process is to verify the language competence as well as to discuss the content of the candidates’ research proposals.

THE AGENDA OF THE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM
1. Consultations in  Kiev (September 9 – September 25, 2008)
After the final selection of candidates the eight fellowship participants will discuss their proposals with the representative of IPA. The IPA leading expert will help the participants identify the gaps in the proposals, suggest ways of improvement, clarify the format of work and propose the next steps.

2. A 12-day study visit in Warsaw (beginning of October 2008) 

The visit will start from meeting including a briefing on the work done so far combined with training on presentation techniques, dissemination and conference logistics. The fellows will be advised by their mentors and IPA staff on the list of institutions and other resources useful for their thematic area. Fellows will have a chance to participate in the events taking place in IPA, universities, think tanks as well as interact with staff and experts.  The study visits and research will be followed by the final meeting devoted to the discussion on findings and conclusions. Additional training on the chosen issue will be also offered: e.g. research project management and planning; cooperation between think tanks and government; current state policy towards think tanks/ NGOs and future directions.
3. Individual work on the policy papers under supervision of the mentor (until 10 November          2008) 

After returning to Ukraine the fellows are expected to complete their policy papers and send the first version to the mentors until October 27, 2008. Through an exchange of the drafts of the papers, the fellow and the mentor must agree on the final draft that is to be submitted to the IPA by 10 November 2008. The fellows are also to plan individual presentations of their work during the seminar organized by ICPS using the knowledge gained during the visit in Poland. While writing, they are expected to combine the findings from desk and field research.

4. Final edition and dissemination of the papers (December 2008)
The policy papers, information on the project as well as training materials will be published on the ICPS and IPA websites and circulated among the cooperating organisations and individuals. Additionally the hard copies of Ukrainian translation of the papers will be published. Fellows will make at least one presentation of their work during the event organised by ICPS and participate in additional training in Kiev.

Finally, IPA/ICPS will seek ways to work with fellows in the future on implementing aspects of their proposed policy recommendations.
TIMETABLE

7 September 2008
Deadline for submitting applications 
8 September 2008
Final phone interviews 

beginning of October 2008
             Study visit and seminar in Warsaw

10 November 2008
Submission to IPA of the final version agreed upon between the mentor and the participant

mid December 2008
Dissemination activities, additional training, publishing of the papers, seminar in Kiev

*Note: All dates are subject to minor changes.

In case of any questions please contact project coordinators:

Justyna Frelak: justyna.frelak@isp.org.pl
Igor Shevliakov: fellowship@icps.kiev.ua
The Project is co-financed by the Polish aid programme 2008 of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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